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■ii Hiftwiiftir Hgfe 

ccnwarm < m sfMuum 

1. 2a accord a n ce with m istarijatloeal mfTTmirrit at tin t 

togftargga ,l» gavxea la l$ac hy t fee than iatemted power* end 
riterrlk to la 1935 by the USSR, Jnlbard le a poe«w«im of Homy, 
fbe trmtif J***-idea that no alUtaary testa listless of a**y iri^ ^ 
* ile **® cm tie ialaada scd that ioreiga aatloaala, under -gwl tlgm# 
wrt forth by tte aonmglaa gwwaaaaat, will be granted concession* for 
the ecoemie ejqploitatiou of oo*i and other reaowrcea. the ygss. i* 
airreatly ta*±ag aftsantag# of this arren«piMt»t. she firltiafc *»**» 
h«»» oaaceaatoQa out ere act actively exploiting thee. Portly before 
tl» sod of world. ear II WtMa honey wee la a poadticst to 'be latlsddated 
by the Soviet any of "IZimtimr iteaeoe d e eead ed oatrlgfet c**^ 
of Bar Xalaetf aad the eatafcU^^t of a ettwfead^ln with domy ower 
the archipelago la place of the axtetlag treaty agnaanfea* 
proposals were rejected by 'the Sbmgise atortiag, aad the issue has 
ast beea mind again by the tM. 

Svalbard la strategically important beeaua* it Is situated on th® 
great eSrel « roate fma uortfaera local* to OreesOefcd and the east coast 
of the 0 .S. ft im itat e# potwstiai airfield sites * prinS iftawt aiaa l ie 
<wgO*ooii*>ria, weather and boran stations, and radar peats within TOO 
®ile# ef har aa wa it aod 16 © hi lee SSroa the uenrtiieraa&et pot of Norway. 
J’hr a Ihw SKSStha of a year- it c c mH he w ee d bp say *»tcm .fewer aa & 
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deetreyer eaeraeecy subaarlae base, 
surveillance of Soviet submarines . 


la the west of a conflict, the- lst»rae£ta*»l artatua of Svalbard, 
would he of merely theoretical iapcrtaaca. Jtorway would probably 
aclthtr he yiiiiM sox* able -to rwtmiii isytrxl. sc-s tt y* PMepfPi --a^aste 
thee depend upon she tods, the initiative In suddenly establishing 
theeaelvee militarily on the islands. Any fceces these vwtUlj if 
lUTrtiiearjr. he «*<«*<» < ?«< by fcringie^ in awgptlaa by air. Pre cedent , 

: lf it he seeded* waa es^pllaft by tIN 3 O ea n asn - occupation of the 
during World War XI. 

13m Soviet ttULos baa tweeted haevify .in exploration within it# 
mmemMm. area. Jhey have tried to extend their hoidlags to Prince 
hurl Inland a*a§ base effered to bus £ros ionar. ml aiacat »«*■> «riw> 
the Svea mrtiw at BeHeaad. B o ubt e nave repeated ly been expressed 
hbcut the activities of Soviet jegaoneel on the Inlands aod the accuracy 
of their coal j^rodusetion and export figures, soviets here refuse d to 
grant to the Jtorvagiau ads, tag inspector the right of free and unhindered 
entrance Into and eras l?at. let. of the &iaes repaired by the treaty, 
g o seve r, the condition of the ainlhs e^pjpeatrt and the appsarar.ee of 
t he Soviet 'adLcer®** { who greatly a atswufeer the BcrwegAac ednera) ip^ s 
' to the a lmo s t universal ac cep t ance - rf the idea that the adaea are being 
need to store aUltsiy equipmat thich would be needed is tfce event cf 
a conflict sad that vessels cooing to the mining ccncesaitsc, are more 
heavily leaded than those leavias, hlch are supposedly loaded with coed. 
Xhere is, therefore, the obvious dagger that the Soviet* already possess 
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tins- aswpowear ao d i‘u|m 1 nf wis e d * 1 ^ t o«r at any tin*. Details 

of the Sestet installation sasd msapt *r at each are available ie 
0/S-6b, «wreh 1997. 

2'.* Before aatabXlahiog a U.S. base os Smlbard the settlor legal obstacles 
presented by the l$i&> 'fireabjr would xirat hem to be eirtmwwmted. tte 
asset obstacle would lie the physical protelw* involved. initial study 
of the penlr-sala would be possible front available nape and aerial 
jhctographB. It ia believed that aaplete photo c s wsr ag a la already 
accessible in awhlagtsaa should it be se e ded tor this purpose. 

Mo airfields have been eatafellJhad la Uvalbart. Potential landtag 
sites are Halted to those f Janie where deltaa Ion* been f waned at the 
mouths of the rivers and to a few earrow belt* of level lead along tfae 
coaat. UseetMue, racawafaala ravages rise precipitously almost free the 
share. Share are, however, Nienl a&ural sites that, with slight 
preparation, could be used for .laaHag light sad sediua aircraft during 
the mmmmr m i early fall (Astguet-O* tofeer) ; bat they would be onua e frl e 
daring the period of sari, bp. mb thaw ( Jtioe-JbLly) . Considerable eogineering 
wcah would be required to build a field suitable for anything sore than 

hmm to be 

ceercon*. Hue Qmmam used a oatursd field of the type described above 
Ui lead 10-®’ a, M-lli’s, and JO-^’a daring world War IX. 

Belodeer Peninsula baa been ea. tieaad as g o asesaisg saesllan t 
potential for the coastrwetiesi of ar< air attlp. Gee major drawback is 
the shallow surrounding eater, whisk doea not pexalt use by large ships. 
0o*ae#sestly Haters would have to be need to last heavy equipment. 

- 3 - 


Approved For Release 200 


-RDP61 -00391 R00020007001 2-9 



25X6D 



Approved For Release 2000/05/22 : CIA-RDP61 -00391 R00020007001 2-9 

22iia area is also acre subject tc fag conditions than ath*r parts of 
Several additional areas — such as 9ie p je FI *ts, on a 

panlasula in the northwest said the southern tip of Prince Karl Fo relaod 

are also potential sites for air stripe* me nearly level mod 
*** ©f .large gravel supplies have led ease experts to consider 


25j^r$££* *•**■ Foreland the aaet fas rable site for an overt airfield. 



S^K-^aaa of which site sere chosen for an airfield, it can fee 
presumed that the accessary gradi.-^ of the land or its use as a *> g 
strip would act pass unnoticed. th addition to fairly frwgueat boat 
compactions,, the Soviet#- ae fevmlfeard maintain caBauaieation with the 
aaialand by seaplane , may also ■ -undo u b tedly fly siassrou# a i ll tar y 
recoraniaeaece trips over- the area. A dwedish-Ptanish Geophysical 
I««r Static** located on abrtdy soaf jewd and a Polish station os Sv albar d 
are supplied by air and sea. 



Of the fire ports or* Svalbard, only Loagyearbyen and. Barantsburs have 
alongside berthing; facilities capable of aeccHwodatlag «ntii ocean-going 
cargos veeaels. *y Aiesuad, Pyraadlen, and Ctouaaotbyen afford fairly sfceltared 
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